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Job Profile oneen
Position Details
Post Child Protection Advisor
Service Area Safeguarding, Quality Assurance & Improving Practice
Reports to Service Manager
Grade/Salary PO7
Job Family Children’s Services

Role Purpose

Child Protection Advisors (CPAs) provide off-line scrutiny of arrangements for
children in need of care and protection.

Staff undertaking these roles will have an identified lead responsibility for children
subject to child protection plans, but will be required to provide cover to manage
service demands and the needs of children and families.

1. To provide a quality service that incorporates the rights of children, their
views wishes and feelings, while working in partnership with parents, carers
and other professionals.

2. To develop and implement Quality Assurance Systems for the Department
and undertake regular audits.

3. As necessary to chair child protection conferences and provide consultation
and expert advice on safeguarding issues to social work professionals and
multi-agency partners.

Main Responsibilities

1. To chair Child Protection (CP) Conferences in accordance with current
legislation, regulations, statutory guidance, policies and procedures.

2. To ensure CP Conferences scrutinise assessments, planning and the provision
of services to ensure high quality decisions to promote children’s best interests
and improved outcomes.

3. To review protection plans with due regard for:

e The opportunities and strengths that lie within family / friendship
networks




e The importance of building safety for children in need of protection so
that they can live safely with their birth families

e The importance of achieving permanence for children and young people
who cannot live with their birth families and the damaging impact of drift
and delay

To monitor and evaluate the quality of practice in relation to care and protection
using quality assurance methods and systems, providing feedback to managers
within the service and CYPS as a whole.

To contribute to CYPS arrangements for audits, quality assurance exercises,
systems maintenance, development and individual performance management
to ensure high quality decision making, planning and provision of services to
continually improve outcomes for children.

To challenge concerns about care and protection planning and decision making
for children and young people and formalise unresolved concerns by escalating
as necessary

To ensure the views, wishes and feelings of children/young people are taken
into account in the care planning and child protection process whilst ensuring
that all children/young people are supported to make a meaningful contribution
to their reviews and conferences.

To ensure a written CP Conference, with a SMART Plan summarising any
decisions or recommendations that have been agreed, is produced in a timely
manner and distributed to all relevant parties

To contribute to the development of policy and practice guidance, relating to
meeting the needs of children subject to child protection plans

10.To provide consultation with Social Workers, Managers and other professionals

to provide advice and guidance.

11.To attend and advise the multi-agency network regarding care safeguarding

practice for children and young people

12.To develop and deliver training packages to both single and multi-agency

audiences in respect of child protection/safeguarding and child care matters.

Generic Responsibilities

1.

Understanding, knowledge and ability to follow guidelines that ensures compliance
with Health and Safety at Work, Data Protection and other statutory requirements.

Understanding and commitment to promoting and implementing the Council’s Equal
Opportunities policies.




3. Knowledge and experience of using IT.

4. To undertake any other temporary responsibilities aligned with the overall purpose
and grade of the role.

Knowledge, Qualifications, Skills and Experience

Essential or
Desirable

Social Work qualification and active HCPC registration

Evidence of post-qualification continuing professional
development.

Substantial post qualification experience in statutory
children’s social work services, with evidence of direct work
with looked after children, children subject to child protection
plans and their parents / carers.

Experience of working in a diverse ethnic and urban
environment with families from a variety of cultural
backgrounds

Significant experience of chairing complex multi-agency
meetings

Ability to work efficiently and effectively within statutory time
scales to produce SMART care and protection plans

Ability to work in partnership with parents and work together
with multi agency / disciplinary partners

Ability to develop and deliver training on a range of child care
planning, protection and safeguarding issues and leading,
influence and coach staff within children’s social care teams

Comprehensive knowledge and application of relevant
legislation, regulation and statutory guidance relating to
children, young people and their parent / carers.

Knowledge of national issues relevant to child protection,
including relevant research and evidence based models of
best practice

Skills to engage, consult and enable children, young people,
parents, carers and partners to participate in care /
protection planning, review and decision making processes

Well developed written, oral and presentation skKills.
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e An ability to influence and develop positive relationships with | E
senior mangers within the Council and partner agencies,
whilst at the same time providing appropriate levels of
challenge to policy and practice.

» Knowledge of the quality assurance function of the CPArole |
with relevant audit skills

Main Contacts & Other Information

Main Contacts:

« Service Manager, Business Manager and service colleagues

« Social Workers and Managers across CYPS

« Other professionals within the CYPS and other Council departments eg: Legal
Services

External multi-agency / disciplinary partners eg: Health, Education and Police
Other Local Authority staff

Voluntary and Third Sector Organisations
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